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The Generous Harvest

A Tale of Family, Cheese, and Heartwarming Acts

by
Ali Michael Taciroglu Sr.

Page 1 of 5



On a glorious summer morning, Michael and his father, Ali, engaged in a spirited game of soccer in
their meticulously tended backyard. The brilliant sun cast its warm, yet not overpowering, glow, and
the lush, emerald green grass beneath their feet added to the idyllic setting. The garden, adorned with a
myriad of vibrant flowers, became a sensory haven for Michael, who delighted in inhaling their
fragrant essence each time he skillfully scored a goal.

Ali, impressed by his son's developing prowess,
offered an affirming high-five. "Good job, son!
Your soccer skills are advancing admirably
every day," he commended.

"Thanks, Dad!" Michael responded, his smile
radiating with  appreciation. "You are
undeniably the best coach ever."

Immersed in the joy of the weather and the
great outdoors, the duo reveled in their soccer
match until Melek, Michael's mother, beckoned
them from the house.

"Michael! Ali! Come inside, please. I have
something important to discuss with you."

Intrigued, they hastened indoors to discover Melek in the kitchen, concluding the preparation of her
renowned cheese. Melek's cheese-making prowess was the talk of the town, crafted with fresh milk
from their contented cows and infused with an array of herbs and spices, offering an unparalleled
variety of flavors. Her cheese, suitable for every conceivable occasion and palate, had gained a devoted
following.

"Hi, Mom!" Michael greeted, embracing her warmly. "What's going on?"

"Hi, honey. Hi, Ali," Melek reciprocated the hug. "We have a predicament. There's an excess of cheese
at home, and there's no storage space. Look at all these boxes. They're occupying every inch of the
fridge and pantry. We need to address this surplus."

Surveying the scene, Michael and Ali acknowledged Melek's predicament. Boxes of cheese, ranging
from cheddar and mozzarella to feta and gouda, filled every available space. They even had cheese

with garlic, pepper, basil, rosemary, and more, creating a surplus for all meals and snacks.

"What's the plan, Mom?" Michael inquired.
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Melek proposed a solution, "I have an idea. Why don't we venture to the farmer's market and sell some
of the cheese? This way, we can generate income and create room for the impending batches. What are
your thoughts?"

"I believe it's a splendid idea, Mom," Ali agreed.
"The farmer's market is typically bustling on
Saturdays, and I'm confident people will be
enamored by your cheese. Let's proceed."

"I'm in, Mom," Michael added. "I thoroughly
enjoy the farmer's market, especially meeting our
friends there. Can I assist in selling the cheese?"

"Certainly, sweetie. You can be my little helper.
Come, let's pack the cheese and load it in the car.
Punctuality is crucial."

Baskets laden with cheese were packed and
loaded into the car. They embarked on a short
, drive to the farmer's market, a sprawling open
space where local farmers and Vendors showcased their diverse products, from fruits, vegetables, and
flowers to honey, bread, eggs, crafts, toys, books, and clothes.

Setting up their stall, Michael and Ali proudly
exhibited their cheese, accompanied by a sign
declaring: "Taciroglu Cheese: The Best Cheese
in Town. Try it, and you'll love it." Samples
were generously laid out for customers to 5 i

savor before making a purchase. -
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Their stall quickly drew a substantial crowd. i _ Q
Enthralled by the cheese's presentation, — — A > —— 1
variety, and quality, patrons engaged Michael, 1 - F\C\RO‘
Ali, and Melek with inquiries, tasted samples, I :

and happily procured their preferred cheeses.
Friends and familiar faces, including Mr.
Jones, Mrs. Smith, Tommy, and Emma—
Michael's crush—joined the festivities.

By the day's end, they had successfully sold
half of their cheese, receiving commendations
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and expressions of gratitude from satisfied customers. Brimming with pride, they packed the remaining
cheese and prepared to return home.

Before concluding their day, they decided to make a poignant stop at the local shelter. A haven for those
without a home or family, the shelter offered beds, sustenance, and support through dedicated
volunteers.

Motivated by kindness, Michael and Ali brought baskets of cheese into the shelter. Introducing
themselves to the volunteers, they explained their desire to share their homemade cheese with the
residents.

"Hello, we are Michael and Ali. We've brought some
cheese to donate to the shelter. It's homemade and
delicious. Would you like some?"

The volunteers, touched by their generosity, gratefully
accepted the cheese. They promised to distribute it
among the residents, ensuring everyone received a
share.

Following the volunteers to the dining hall, Michael
and Ali encountered a diverse group of men, women,
and children, each with unique stories and emotions.
The residents, amazed and moved by the gesture,
expressed gratitude for the rare treat of high-quality
cheese.

Feeling a deep connection with the residents, Michael
and Ali spent time chatting, laughing, and learning about their new friends. The visit left an indelible
mark, forging bonds and creating cherished memories.

As they prepared to leave, Michael, curious about the uncollected money, questioned his father Ali.
With a warm smile, Ali imparted a valuable lesson on the true essence of their act — the significance of
kindness, compassion, and making a positive impact on society.

"Son, we don't need money for everything. Sometimes, we need something more. Something that

money can't buy. Something like happiness, peace, and kindness. Being a good person is just as
important as being a good merchant."

Page 4 of 5



Ali elaborated on the values of being a good merchant—doing good deeds, making a difference, and
caring for others. He emphasized the importance of passing on these values through generations,
underscoring their family's tradition of not just making cheese but also making a change.

This legacy, rooted in their familial history, was a testament to being merchants of both exceptional
products and positive influence. Ali expressed his commitment to passing on this tradition to Michael,
who would in turn pass it on to future generations.

Feeling a profound sense of pride and significance, Michael cherished the day as more than a joyful

experience. It was a day filled with valuable lessons, kindness, and a reminder of their family's
commitment to making a positive impact on the world.
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